
Richard Gird Educational Hall of Fame 2015 inductees named 
 
A former superintendent of schools, an alumni athlete, and two retired employees will be 
inducted into Chino Valley Unified School District’s 2nd Annual Richard Gird Educational Hall of 
Fame on Friday, Nov. 13. 
 
The induction ceremony will be held in conjunction with the school district’s 7th Annual Hit the 
Greens! For Scholarships Golf Tournament Dinner Reception at 4:00 p.m. at Los Serranos 
Country Club, 15656 Yorba Ave., Chino Hills.  
 
Named to the Hall of Fame is late school superintendent and civic leader Levi H. Dickey as a 
Distinguished Service recipient, Chino High graduate and professional baseball player Brent 
Billingsley as an Alumni recipient, former CVUSD Director of Health Services Jane Lyon, and 
former Chino High girls varsity basketball coach Joe Murillo as Employee recipients. 
 
The Richard Gird Educational Hall of Fame is named for Chino founder and early school 
benefactor Richard Gird. He and his wife Nellie, a school board member in the late 1800s, were 
the first inductees into the Hall of Fame in November 2014. The Hall of Fame recognizes 
distinguished CVUSD graduates, employees, and major contributors for their individual 
contributions in scholarship, athletics, Associated Student Body (ASB) activities, career, 
community services, and/or society as a whole to the CVUSD community. The honor of being 
elected to the CVUSD Richard Gird Educational Hall of Fame represents individuals who, 
through their individual actions, contributed to the established vision of the District. 
 
Nomination applications were submitted by the community, and inductees chosen by the 
Richard Gird Educational Hall of Fame Committee that includes community leaders. The CVUSD 
Board of Education officially approved the inductees at its Oct. 15 meeting. 
 
Dickey, who died in 1979, came to the Chino schools in 1926 as a math and science teacher and 
basketball coach. His teams won several league championships and participated in CIF playoffs, 
winning the division championship in 1942. After he returned from service in World War II, 
Dickey was named superintendent of schools. He oversaw the growth of schools after the war, 
and helped end desegregation of Chino’s D Street School. After he retired as superintendent in 
1960, he became director of adult education until 1964. He was also Chino’s first recreation 
director and helped organize the Chino Recreation Association. 
 
Billingsley, who attended Chino Valley schools and graduated from Chino High in 1993, was the 
all-time leader in strikeouts in a season while at Chino High. He began his professional career 
pitching in the Mid-West League in 1997. He played for several minor league teams and was 
called up to the Major Leagues in 1999. After injuries ended his professional baseball career, he 
continued his love of the game as a pitching coach at Chino Hills High for 13 years. He also 
volunteers his coaching skills with special needs athletes. He continues to coach travel baseball 
teams in Chino Hills and leads sports camps and clinics throughout the area. 
 



Jane Lyon, the first CVUSD Director of Health Services, developed a model Health Services 
program that included 16 full-time registered nurses, health technicians, a childcare work force, 
and various grant support staffs. She was responsible for developing Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco 
Education; Child Health and Disability Prevention; TYKES, a school readiness program; Special 
Friends and PALS mental health programs; SOAR afterschool safety programs; eight state 
preschools; teen parent education; and 12 district-operated childcare programs. She 
established partnerships with the City of Chino, YMCA, Chino Police Department, and local and 
county agencies, to jointly address health and well-being of youth and families. This led to the 
creation of a collaborative, now called Focus On Youth. She was also instrumental in partnering 
with Dr. James M. Lally, president and chief medical officer of Chino Valley Medical Center, to 
create a local “doctor bank” of 20 local physicians, who donated one to two doctor visits per 
year for low-income Chino residents. This led to the opening of what is now Monte Vista 
Medical Clinic in Chino. 
 
Joe Murillo, a 1965 Chino High graduate, returned to the school in 1978 where he taught 
biology for 34 years. He also coached girls’ varsity basketball at the school, compiling an overall 
record of 559 wins and 250 losses. He reached the CIF playoffs 26 times in 29 years and won 16 
league championships. He was CIF Coach of the Year in 1981, 1986, and 1988. He won three CIF 
Southern Section Championships, and went to the State Finals in 1986. He was League Coach of 
the Year many times and asked to coach numerous All-Star teams for the county, state, and 
nationally. He urged his athletes to relentlessly pursue their goals through hard work, 
dedication, and practice, resulting in a high percentage of his basketball players seeking higher 
education or leadership positions after high school. 
 
Tickets to the dinner reception are $40. Deadline to register for the dinner is Nov. 1 
at www.schoolportraitsonline.com or by calling Amber Ingram at (909) 606-5100.  
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